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THE SERVICE FOR WORSHIP ON THE LORD’S DAY 
December 1, 2013                                                   11:00 A.M. 
PRELUDE     

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
CHORAL INTROIT 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:   (read responsively) 
 
Leader:  This is the season of real memories. 
 
People:  Let us remember the life of the One whose 
               birth we hail. 
 
Leader:  This is the season of new beginnings. 
 
People:  Let us begin our watch for the One whose  
               grace we extol. 
 
Leader:  This is the season of great expectations. 
 
People:  Let us expect the summons of the One whose 
               love we proclaim. 
 
Leader:  This is the season of glad celebrations. 
 
All:     “O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!”  
 
INVOCATION  
 

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING SERVICE 
 
+*HYMN 82             Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
                                                                              (Amen) 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: (in unison)  God of the 
future:  You are coming in power to bring nations under 
Your rule.  We confess that we have not expected Your 
kingdom.  We have lived casual lives, and ignored Your 
promised judgment.  Judge us, O God, for we have been 
slow to serve You.  Forgive us, for the sake of Your 
faithful servant Jesus, our Savior, whose triumph we want 
and eagerly await.  Hear our silent prayers…….. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*APOSTLES CREED (Page 35 in front of hymnal) 
*GLORIA PATRI  (Page 581 in hymnal) 

 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS AND PRAISE 
MORNING PRAYER AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER  
 
*HYMN 105                                      People, Look East     
 
GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY                         In the Bleak Midwinter   
              Michael Colston and Tyree Wilmoth 
 
*DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the 
Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
   
ANTHEM                                     
 
SCRIPTURE                                             Isaiah 25:8-9; 
                                          Luke 1:13,18-19,26-31,34-37                              
 
 
SERMON   “The Messenger of the Lord”     Rev. Bird           
                                                                
* HYMN 88 (vs. 1-2)     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

*HYMN 88 (vs. 3-4)     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
BENEDICTION  
CHORAL RESPONSE 
POSTLUDE     
 
*Indicates that those who are able may stand 
+People may be seated    

 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

     He will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord 
GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the 
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that 
day,    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 
that he might save us.    This is the LORD for whom 
we have waited;  let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.                                                  (Isaiah 25:8-9) 

 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name 
him John.  Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I 
know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is getting on in years.”  The angel replied, “I am 
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have 
been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 
news.  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born] will 
be holy; he will be called Son of God.  And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said 
to be barren.  For nothing will be impossible with 
God.”                            (Luke 1:13,18-19,26-31,34-37) 

 


